and on, for the tribes of the Americas are many and their traditional knowledge and experience richly varied. To all the fields of science, engineering and medicine, one or more of these groups has made discoveries of importance and applied their knowledge to the solution of practical problems of existence. Natural and social scientists are just beginning to appreciate the wealth of those traditions and to research and evaluate the Native Americans' contributions.
The Need for Interdisciplinary Research
So segregated are the professional lives of most social and natural scientists that they lack understanding of each other's work. Natural scientists' training provides them with little that prepares them to know about or even be aware that these "primitive" peoples possess sophisticated knowledge and skills. Our scientists in most cases are not even aware of how deeply embedded our own science is in cultural suppositions that are not universal (12) . Social scientists, on the other hand, are often so poorly trained in the natural sciences that they are inadequately equipped to recognize the scientifically valuable experience of traditional societies, since they are usually ignorant of natural science and often in awe of it.
It is imperative that the present generation of natural and social scientists recognize the need for interdisciplinary research before it is too late. Peter Raven, Director of the Missouri Botanical Garden, is seriously concerned that it will soon be too late for scientists to make such studies. As Raven, Berlin, and Breedlove argue in their article on "The origins of taxonomy," we need to study the 10 million species of organisms in the world because 80 percent may well become extinct before they can be inventoried (13). Raven also points out that philosophical differences among tax-40 onomies are important, are to be respected, and are useful to scientists in perfecting our own systems and analyses. Rapid worldwide social and cultural change is sweeping away many traditional ways. "As these cultures are lost, the world loses a diversity that can never be recovered. As their languages fall into disuse, we are losing the change to get a handle on this. This is a matter of major scientific concern," says Raven (14) . The deadline for submission of nominations for the $5000 AAAS-Rosenstiel Award in Oceanographic Science, which the Association will administer for the first time this year, has been changed from I July to I September. As stated in the 2 May issue of Science, the 1975 award will honor outstanding work in the field of geology, physics, and chemistry of the seabed.
Nominations, including adequate justification (one or two pages) and a list of the nominee's relevant publications, should be sent to the Chairman of the Selection Panel, Dr. Joshua 1. Tracey, U.S. Geological Survey National Center, MS 915, 12201 Sunrise Valley, Reston, Virginia 22092. 
